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Shura Gouncil backs four months’ jobs notice

MANAMA: The Shura Council has ap-
proved to increase to four months from
30 days the notice period required to
terminate employment contracts.

<% s voted in fa-
nhr(] ts to the 2012
BAHRAIN [ oyment Law,

7

By MOHAMMED AL A’ALI

Al Saleh tried to postpone the issue
for further review but a majority voted
against the move.

The government will now have to
draw it up into a proper law within a

National Assembly’s upper cham-
ber yesterday, Parliament and Shura
Council Affairs Minister Ghanim
Al Buainain said the move would
unfairly rob people of better job
opportunities.

“It should be easy for employees to

bl Byl s
MATROMAL HEALTH REGULATORY ALTHORTTY

an Ali Saleh

N vilga maximum of six months.
During the weekly session of the

take up a job with a better working en-
vironment and better pay; the current

30-day notice period ensures that.”

Five members, led by services
committee vice-chairwoman Dr Ib-
tisam Al Dallal, had proposed the
amendments to the law “to ensure
work is not disrupted, especially in
educational, medical and engineering
fields™.

Full report - Page 5

THIRD VAGGINE

@ Bahrain approves emergency use of Oxford jab

MANAMA: Bahrain has approved a third
vaccine for Covid-19.

The National Health Regulatory Authority yes-
terday approved the emergency use of Covishield
vaccine developed by AstraZeneca in co-operation
with Oxford University and manufactured by Se-
rum Institute of India.

NHRA chief executive Dr Mariam Al Jalahma said the
approval follows an in-depth study. She noted that the
authority approved the emergency
use licence in co-ordination with
the manufacturer because it applies
quality control procedures and vac-
cine safety and effectiveness.

To date, Bahrain has vaccinated
around 150,000 individuals since
December 17, with a million doses
being ordered from Chinese Sino-
pharm and Pfizer-BioNTech.

The country offers free vaccine
to its population with a choice of
the available two, although supplies
of Pfizer-BioNTech have been dis-
rupted, as reported in the GDN. A
vaccine developed by Johnson &
Johnson is also under consideration.

Health authorities have said vaccines will soon be ad-
ministered through private healthcare facilities and major
private hospitals have been asked for their readiness to
stock and deliver them.

Once rolled out, patients who wish to get the vaccine
immediately rather than wait for an appointment as part
of the national rollout, will be able to do so by paying a
‘minimum service fee’. The current system of free vacci-
nations will continue for those who register on the minis-
try’s website and wait to be contacted.

Health warning - Page 2

B The AstraZeneca
vaccine

B A young Bahraini man had a lucky escape when his car got trapped under a parked

truck after colliding into it on Shaikh Khalifa Bin Salman Highway yesterday. Civil Defence

personnel had to pluck him out of the car, which was completely destroyed. He suffered
multiple injuries. An investigation was launched to determine the cause of the accident.

New edict on
fiscal controls
of ministries

MANAMA: His Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince Prime
Minister, has issued an edict replacing an arti-
cle of an earlier edict regarding financial con-
trols of ministries and government agencies.
It stipulates the following:
Article

Article 20 of
Edict (25) for
2012 shall be
replaced with
the controls
on financial
behaviour of
ministries and

agencies, the
following
text:

“It is pro-
hibited  for
all ministries and government agencies to
accept grants, donations, or cash or in-kind
gifts — from inside or outside the kingdom,
and for any purpose — whose value is less than
BD20,000, unless approved by the minister or
head of the concerned government agency”.

The approval of the ministerial committee
for financial and economlc alfalrs and fiscal
bal: must be ob the value
of the grant, donation or glveaway reaches the
amount mentioned in the previous paragraph
and is subject to a maximum of BD500,000,
and after co-ordination with the ministries of
Foreign Affairs and Interior, according to the
source of the fund.

The approval of the Cabinet must also be
obtained regarding grants, donations and
giveaways whose value exceeds BD500,000.

All this is taking into account the laws, reg-
ulations and edicts in force, determining the
authorities whose approval must be given to
accept grants, donations and giveaways.

Article 2: All ministers and heads of govern-
ment agencies — each within his jurisdiction
— shall implement the provisions of this edict,
and it shall come into force on the day follow-
ing the date of its publication in the Official
Gazette.

Free our sailors!

MANAMA: Two societies have called upon
Qataris to release Asian sailors detained in
Doha.

Professional Fishermen Society presi-
dent Jassim Al Jerran yesterday said Qa-
tar continues to impound fishing vessels
affecting the livelihoods of Bahrainis.

He did not have information of the na-
tionalities of the five expat fishermen.

However, Bahrain Human Rights
Watch Society claims that eight Bangla-
deshis have been detained in Qatar.

Full report — Page 7

B HRH Prince Salman
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